WALTER BAGEHOT
superficial   appearance   with   underlying   reality.
The most complete formulation of Bagehot's
religious ideas appears in the essay on " The
Ignorance of Man." The title is significantly the
same as that of a sermon by Butler. Both writers
see a necessity, and indeed a benefit, in our ignorance
of the universe in which we live. Butler explains
this ignorance as a valuable part of man's moral
probation. It is nobler and more difficult to act
virtuously with little, than with great knowledge.
Knowing little of God's ultimate nature, we must
have faith in Him. Knowing little of His justice,
we must put trust in Him and do our duty. These
bare ideas Bagehot develops into an elaborate,
ingenious little system by which he explains the
moral and religious significance of very nearly
everything under the sun. The problems which
he attempts to answer are those fundamental ones
with which Butler also, in The Analogy and through-
out his works, is continually occupied: the relation
between morality and religion, between the visible
and the invisible world.
Bagehot begins his essay on " The Ignorance of
Man " by pointing out that between morality and
religion there is an inconsistency; the one demands
that we do good disinterestedly, the other offers
us the reward of heaven and threatens the punish-
ment of hell. The solutions commonly proposed
are really no solutions at all. It is maintained that
the desire for eternal life, by the very nature of the
object, is raised above ordinary selfishness. Or it
is said that the Gospel is merely common sense.
" It aims to persuade sensible men of this world, on
sufficient reasons of sound prudence, to sacrifice